6                             TOWN LIFE
Lucknow differs from most other towns in India. Neither Bombay, nor Madras, nor Lahore, nor Allahabad, is a centre of social life in the widest sense of the term. Calcutta is to a considerable extent becoming the centre of Bengali life. Hence the loud outcry raised against the partition of Bengal But Lucknow is par excellence the centre of the higher life of Oudh, although this must be understood only in a social and not in a political, industrial,, or intellectual sense. In literature, though Sarshar and Sharar are still living, the exclusive cdterie which claimed to lay down the laws of taste and elegance in modern Urdu has passed away, never to be revived again.
Lucknow is the largest city in the United Provinces, having a population of 264,000 by the census of 1901. It is not an expansive city like Agra, Delhi, or Calcutta, the population having decreased by 3'2 per cent, since 1891 and 7*2 per cent, since 1872. Historically it is not an old city like Delhi, nor has it the commercial importance of Cawnpore, but it has nevertheless a romantic interest, which entitles it to rank as the premier city in the hearts and affections of the people of Upper India,
The name of the city is derived from the name of a mythical personage, Lakshman, the brother of Rama, the hero of the celebrated epic Ramayana, The name got corrupted into Lakhan in popular speech,, and hence the city of Lakhan became Lakhnau, or as it is spelt in